PARISH OF HOLBROOK - PUBLIC MEETING

Notes from a meeting held in Holbrook Village Hall on Monday 16th October 2017 from 6.30pm to 8pm.

HPCNP1710/01	Apologies: Cllrs Martin, Graham and Springall

HPCNP1710/02	Welcome and introduction from the Chairman of the Parish Council.
Cllr Ambrose explained the purpose of the meeting which was called as a result of positive feedback from the Annual Parish Meeting. He welcomed the very high number of residents who were in attendance and thanked Mr Newman and Mr Bryant from Babergh District Council for coming.

HPCNP1710/03	Presentation by Babergh District Council representatives on the role of Neighbourhood Planning in the planning process.
Mr Bill Newman, who is a Strategic Planning Officer with Babergh District Council, explained the purpose and legal standing of Neighbourhood Plans.
Neighbourhood Plans form part of the Development Plan for an area, sitting alongside the Local Plan, and planning officers are legally required to consider applications against the criteria laid out in them.
They do not prevent development, they are used to manage development.
Mr Newman explained the process by which a plan is produced, including the funding which is available and the support which Babergh District Council would provide. Mr Bryant would be the first point of contact and is very experienced in the process of developing plans.
In Babergh and Mid Suffolk, currently four plans have been completed, approximately twenty are at various stages of production and about twenty or more other areas are showing an interest.
It could take two years or more to develop the plan, starting with a decision on what area the plan will cover (e.g. the parish of Holbrook, a selection of parishes or the whole peninsula) and at the end of which a referendum of electors in the area would have to vote to adopt the plan.

HPCNP1710/04	General discussion led by the Chairman.
Cllr Ambrose and Mr Newman answered questions about the limitations and uses of the Neighbourhood Plan, what information would be available to support it, whether existing developments counted towards the number of houses required in the District, how District allocations would be made, what the process would be for applications made before the plan was complete and so on.
Opinions were expressed about the suitability of the sites proposed in the Local Plan, the capacity of infrastructure including water supplies, the surgery and local schools and what type of development should be considered.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some residents expressed opinions against further development, others were supportive of development to enable young people and the elderly to be better catered for.
Discussion took place about cumulative development on the peninsula and the impact on the road network.

HPCNP1710/05	Next steps.
A show of hands indicated strong support for the production of a Neighbourhood Plan and this was backed up by a large number of people volunteering to get involved in the Project.
The Parish Council will discuss this at their meeting which follows on this evening and propose a way forward.
Further information on Neighbourhood Planning can be found on the Babergh website: http://www.babergh.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/
A Neighbourhood Plan page will be developed on the village website.
Residents are strongly recommended to comment on the Joint Local Plan, details on the village website www.holbrook.onesuffolk.net 
