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To Chairman & Councillors – Holbrook Parish Council
From Councillor Mary McLaren
Babergh District Council

Monthly Report – 18 January 2021


First of all can I wish everyone a Happy New Year despite our new circumstances and situations.

Covid – 19 - Up to date information
Suffolk Corona Watch Bulletins – access on-line CoronaWatch and CoronaWatchDataDashboard for daily bulletins or access Suffolk County Council website.

Support payments continue for residents who are on low incomes or benefits who have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace after 28 September 2020.  Payments are subject to Tax but not National Insurance.  Applicants should ensure that before applying they have their NI number, the 8 digit test and trace ID number, most recent bank statement and proof of self- employment or wage slips. Access - babergh.gov.uk/benefits/coronavirus-money-and-benefits-advice/ or Suffolk Support and Advice Service on 0800 068 3131 (Mon-Fri (9am to 5pm) 

Babergh District Council business

Budget 21/22
Councillors have discussed the first draft of the BDC budget for 21/22 at their Cabinet meeting on 7 January and this will be discussed at the Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 18 January. Proposals under review are the increase in Council Tax of 2.96% or an extra £5 per year for an average Band D property.
In addition, there is also a proposed increase of £2.50 a year to the annual brown bin waste subscriptions taking the cost from £52.50 to £55 – an additional 10p per collection. 
Communities and businesses have been supported throughout the pandemic and will continue to do so.  However, this is not without cost to the council budgets
Ahead of the budget decision residents can check their details and let the council know of any changes 24/7 by signing up for an online account via the website. Residents can opt for paperless billing, check their balance, see instalments, update their details and see council tax reduction and housing benefit claim information as well as viewing bills on-line.

The BDC Cabinet will also be reviewing proposals to cut their fleet’s carbon emissions by up to 90% - supporting the council’s carbon neutral aims.
The proposal will be to move their vehicle fleet to Hydrogenated Vegetable Oil (HVO) and be a major step in the Council’s Carbon Reduction Management Plan. This of course includes the Mid-Suffolk Council as the fleet covers both councils use.  The fleet includes 35 Waste Lorries as well as those used by public realm and housing services.
Moving to new fuel initially will cost around £50k per council. Thereafter there will be a further £56k-£97k per year, per council over the next three years to cover fuel costs. However by using HVO lower maintenance costs and longer engine life for the vehicles are expected.
CIL money from new development is anticipated to cover most of the initial costs of the two HVO tanks based in Stowmarket and Sudbury.
Formal procurement of a fuel supplier would start straight away with the changeover expected to be fully rolled out by Summer 2021.




Also on the Budget Agenda for the Cabinet is the review of subsidised parking in Sudbury and Hadleigh  as the current provision in both towns runs at  a huge loss. Developing healthy businesses and attracting visitors to our towns is important and encouraging more sustainable transport for local people is a balance BDC Cabinet need to consider.

Babergh Communities set to benefit from £338,000 funding boost.
The Community Infrastructure Levy is collected from developers when they build new homes ensuring that local infrastructure keeps pace with housing growth and supports the council’s vision for communities with bright and healthy futures. Recent bids for community projects which have been approved have included CCTV in Hadleigh and Sudbury. Improved car parking facilities and modernising the public toilets in Lavenham. Two additional electric vehicle charging points in Lavenham. Improvements to Hintlesham playing fields.  Further information how CIL works can be found on the council website.

County Council Elections 6 May 2021
Residents in Suffolk will be going to the polls to have their say on who represents them at Suffolk County Council and who will represent them as the Suffolk Police and Crime Commissioner.
The elections may be some time ahead but plans are in place for the safety of residents casting their vote. 
There are a number of ways to have your say in the elections in May – residents can go to the polling station, by post (postal vote) or by appointing a trusted person to vote on their behalf (proxy vote)
We are planning these elections now so that you can be confident that you will be able to cast your vote safely.  As a result of Covid-19 we want to raise awareness in particular for voters aged over 70, of the option of voting by post rather than visiting the polling station.
If you would like to vote by post rather than at the polling station go to our “How to Vote” page for more information on other ways to vote. For Postal Vote Applications and residents with no access to the internet, contact details are:  
Electoral Services
Tele:- 0300 123 4000
Use Option 7

With the introduction of our lockdown restrictions and the local administering dates of the vaccine being unknown at present, we still are dependent on the good will of volunteers, neighbours, friends and Holbrook Helpers to ensure that those living alone, unwell and elderly are supported and can access food and prescriptions.  Thank you to everyone for your continued good work


Mary McLaren
5 January 2021
Mary.Mclaren@babergh.gov.uk

Addendum to report sent Wednesday 6th January.:

BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL PRESS RELEASE
Babergh parking decision to be deferred
 
 
For immediate release: 06 January 2021

Babergh District Council’s Cabinet is set to defer making a decision tomorrow over the future of parking provision across the district, to allow the fullest possible scrutiny and further debate.

Thursday’s Cabinet meeting was due to include a discussion about how to continue subsidising an element of free parking, in light of the financial challenges faced by the council and the environmental need to encourage more sustainable transport.

The total cost of running Babergh’s car parks is expected to be more than £440,000 for the next financial year (2021/22).  The proposals, based on the findings of an independent parking study, included retaining an element of free parking in both Hadleigh and Sudbury in order to support local business, but would see the current three hours’ free parking reduced, with a small tariff introduced for longer periods.  The proposed charges would still mean Babergh having some of the lowest tariffs in comparison to similar size towns in the UK and across Suffolk as a whole.  

Income raised from the plans, if approved, were due to go towards reducing the subsidy, sustainable travel schemes, updating and improving cycle parking, electric vehicle charging points, signage and car park upgrades – supporting the towns’ wider visions and contributing to their post-Covid recovery.

However, councillors are now expected to defer any decision to next month’s cabinet meeting on February 4 instead.  This will allow the issue to be reviewed by Overview and Scrutiny Committee on January 18 as well as being fully debated at Babergh’s next full council meeting on January 19 – with all meetings publicly livestreamed.

Babergh District Council leader Cllr John Ward said: “We have been fortunate to have been in a position to subsidise three hours’ free parking for as long as we have, but the time has now come for some difficult decisions.  We understand the strength of feeling – particularly from local businesses who are battling the impact of the pandemic – and we have pledged throughout to do everything possible to retain some element of free parking.  The eventual outcome, however, must meet the needs of taxpayers and residents as well as visitors and business.

“Delaying until February allows the issue to be discussed by Overview and Scrutiny committee, and full debate by all councillors at our next council meeting, to ensure that this is a fully transparent decision when it finally comes back to cabinet.”
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