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HOLBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of Holbrook Parish Council held at Holbrook Village Hall on 
Monday 23rd October 2023 at 7.30pm. 
Present: Cllr J Ambrose (Chairman),Cllr G Abbott, Cllr R Allinson, Cllr R Connick, Cllr S Ingleton, Cllr D. Martin, 
Cllr A Wright 
In attendance: Mrs J Hazlewood (Clerk), District Councillor Mary McLaren and 1 member of the public. 
 

HPC2310/01 Apologies:  To receive apologies for absence:  Cllrs Holmes, King and Pittman sent 
apologies due to other commitments.  Councillors agreed to these absences.  County Councillor 
Harley also sent apologies 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and then expressed concern and sympathy on 
behalf of the Council in connection with the current critical world events  

 

HPC2310/02 Declarations of Pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interest 
2.01:  to receive declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interest(s) in items on the agenda 
and their nature including gifts of hospitality exceeding £25.  No declarations were received. 
2.02:  to receive requests for dispensations - no requests were received. 

 
 
 
 

HPC2310/03 : Public Forum   
3.01: To receive reports from the District and County Councillors: reports had been circulated from 
both the District and County Councillor – there were no further questions. 
3.02: To receive questions and matters of concern from members of the public who are present.. 

 
 
 

HPC2310/04: To consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18th  
September 2023.  It was proposed by Cllr Ingleton and seconded by Cllr Martin that the minutes be 
approved and signed.  All Councillors agreed and the minutes were duly signed. 

 

HPC2310/05: Business remaining from previous meetings and ongoing projects: 
5.01: To receive an update on the actions from previous meetings and the meeting held on 18th 
September 2023  

• To update the management plan for Alton Green and share with the residents – this is 

ongoing and in hand.   

• To write to the RHS about the overgrown vegetation on Primrose Hill.  The Clerk had written 

to the RHS who had signposted her to Strutt and Parker, the agents for Greenwich Hospital.  

The Chairman was going to contact Strutt and Parker about the pavilion and would raise 

the issue of the overgrown vegetation at the same time. 

• The Clerk had written to Tattingstone Parish Council re the suggested quiet lane and they 

had discussed the matter at their last meeting.  They have written to say they are not going 

to register an interest in a quiet lane at this time.. 

• There had been no further information from SALC re GOV.UK email addresses, in response 

to the statement in the external auditor’s letter – the clerk would raise another query.. 

• The clerk had contacted PJA to investigate how they might be able to help with the parking 

issues in Holbrook, but the basic surveys were in the region of £3,000 - £4,000, so this had 

not been followed up. 

• The defibrillator post has been installed and is awaiting the installation of the defibrillator 

itself. 

• The clerk had written to the RHS to see if any of their personnel would be interested in 

joining the speedwatch team but had not as yet received a response. 

• The Clerk had written, as requested, to the houses at Admirals’ Quarter re some overgrown 

plants and an accumulation of rubbish.   

5.02: To receive a report from the Climate Change Working Group Meeting (GHGW) held on 9th 
October, The notes of the meeting had been circulated. There were no further questions.  
5.03:  To receive an update on the Bulk Buy Scheme – now called “Warmer Homes Holbrook”. Cllr 
King had put notices up and had sent information to as many people as possible via village 
organisations’ mailing lists.  Unfortunately, only one enquiry had been received so far.  Cllr King will  
promote the scheme at the Energy event on 28th October and also the Family event on 26th October. 
Events have also been arranged jointly with Holbrook Society.   
5.04: Councillors noted that the date for the Referendum for Holbrook’s Neighbourhood Plan was 
set for 21st November 2023..   
5.05: To promote the second round of the thermal imaging camera.  It was noted that publicity will 
be put around the village and an article will be put in the next Parish Papers.  The Chairman invited 
councillors to volunteer to help with the surveys. 
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5.06: Councillors noted that the new accessible gate had been installed at the Reade Road end of 
the Reade Field..  
5.07 Defibrillator – this was already noted in 5.01 
5.08 To receive the Tree Warden’s report.  The Tree Warden’s report had been circulated. The 
Chairman expressed appreciation for the amount of work done by Cllr Allinson.  Some expenditure 
will be required to keep on top of some of the issues with trees which the Council was responsible 
for and this was highlighted in the report.  Immediate action was required on the oak at the Reade 
Field and estimates would be sought for this work. 
5.09 To receive an update on the proposed new pavilion and grant application – a local architect, 
who sponsors the football club had drawn up a plan, which had been circulated to councillors .  The 
project will need public consultation and estimates of costs. The question of CCTV was raised and 
would be discussed at a future meeting. 
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HPC2310/06:  Correspondence received requiring a response and new business: 
6.01: To review the following policies: 
         (a) Health and Safety  
         (b) Equality 
         (c) Lone Working 
Cllr Allinson pointed out that it would be sensible to try and ensure that volunteers and employees 
did not put themselves in a vulnerable position when lone working – ideally working in pairs. It was 
proposed by Cllr Allinson  and seconded by Cllr Ingleton that the above policies be adopted as 
reviewed.  All Councillors in favour. 
6.02: Slow Ways:  to consider the email asking Holbrook Parish Council to join the national walking 
network.  A copy of the email with more details had been circulated to councillors, 3 volunteers 
All routes will need checking and at least 3 councillors volunteered to undertake checks. The Clerk 
was asked to register the PC’s interest. 
6.03  To note that the Chairman and the Clerk were intending Babergh’s annual Parish Council 
Liaison meeting on 30th October. 
6.04  To note that a meeting of the local Parish Council Chairmen has been scheduled for 28th 
November at Holbrook Village Hall to discuss current issues on the peninsula and to share good 
practice.  The Chairman will report back to Council. 
6.05  To note the contents of the Clerk’s report, The contents were noted.  The Clerk reported that 
she had been contacted by Babergh enquiring if any resident or household had been adversely 
affected by the recent flooding.  Council were not aware of anyone or any house within the Parish.  
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HPC2310/07: Finance: 
7.01  To receive a financial report from the RFO including the bank reconciliation up to and including 
30th September and a commentary.  The RFO report had been circulated – there were no questions. 
7.02 Councillors noted that the bank reconciliation has been verified by a councillor who is not a 
bank signatory.  
7.03  To consider and, if appropriate, approve Heelis and Lodge as the Internal Auditor for the 
2023/2024 financial year.  It was proposed by Cllr Ingleton and seconded by Cllr Martin to appoint 
Heelis & Lodge as auditors for the current financial year.  All Councillors in favour. 
7.04  To set a date for a budget working party meeting in November:  Cllr Wright agreed to join Cllr 
Pittman, Cllr Ambrose and the clerk on the working party.  Cllr Ambrose agreed to circulate some 
possible meeting dates. 
7.05  To note that the application for a locality grant for river water testing equipment has been 
approved.  Councillors agreed the water testing equipment could be purchased by the clerk as soon 
as the grant has been paid into the Council’s bank account. This was proposed by Cllr Allinson, 
seconded by Cllr Connick.  All Councillors in favour 
7.06  To authorise payments including any invoices received after the Agenda was published  

24.10.23 Mrs J M Hazlewood – Clerk’s salary (BACs) £   674.45 

24.10.23 Mrs J M Hazlewood – Clerk’s expenses (BACs) £     26.00 

24.10.23 Mr. W. Abbott – Community Caretaker Salary (BACs) £   247.18 

24.10.23 HMRC:  PAYE & Employer's NI (BACs) £   200.74 

24.10.23 SLCC – Training Costs (BACs) £     72.00 

24.10.23 SALC – Conference Costs (BACs) £     18.00 

24.10.23 SALC – 6 months payroll services (BACs) £     82.80 

24.10.23 M. Thompson – Fitness classes (BACs) £   200.00 

24.10.23 Playquip – Accessible Gate (BACs) £1,636.80 

24.10.23 1st Prize Lottery – September (BACs) £     17.25 

24.10.23 2nd Prize Lottery – September (BACs) £     10.35 

24.10.23 3rd Prize Lottery – September (Cheque) £       6.90 
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24.10.23 1st Prize Lottery – October - donated £       0.00 

24.10.23 2nd Prize Lottery – October (cheque) £     10.35 

24.10.23 3rd Prize Lottery – October (donated) £       0.00 

Cllr Ingleton proposed and Cllr Abbott seconded that the above payments be approved.  All 
Councillors in favour 

HPC2310/08 Planning 
8.01 To receive an update on the status of planning applications, appeals,   
DC/22/05076: Proposal: Full Application - Change of Use of public house (Sui Generis to form 
3No residential dwellings (Use Class C3) including external staircase, and erection of 2No chalet 
bungalows (Use Class C3), including vehicular parking and hard and soft landscaping. Location: 
Compasses Inn, Ipswich Road, Holbrook, Ipswich Suffolk IP9 2QR Awaiting Decision   
 DC/23/03342 Proposal: Full Planning Application - Conversion of and extension to redundant 
agricultural buildings to create 4no. dwellings, and the erection of 1no. new detached dwelling 
(following demolition of the existing building approved for conversion to 3no. dwellings under 
application reference DC/23/00655) including access, car parking and landscaping. Location: 
Grove Farm, Ipswich Road, Holbrook, Ipswich Suffolk IP9 2PH Awaiting Decision 
DC/23/03526 Proposal: Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of Conditions following 
approval of DC/22/06108 dated 03/02/2023 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - 
Change of Use of additional parcel of land to residential amenity land, erection of single storey 
side/rear extension, replacement windows/doors and replace upvc storm goods with cast metal; 
Erection of double cartlodge with external staircase (following demolition of existing garage) To vary 
Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) to include dormer and rooflights to front roof slope in 
conjunction with loft conversion of main house. Location: Wall Farm House, Harkstead Road, 
Holbrook, Ipswich Suffolk IP9 2RQ Granted 
DC/23/04109 Proposal: Application under S73a for Removal or Variation of a Condition following 
grant of Planning Permission B/12/00500 dated 18/12/2015 Town and Country Planning Act 1990.- 
To vary Condition 27 (Approved Plans) Location: Former HMS Ganges Site, Shotley Gate, Shotley, 
Suffolk Awaiting Decision 
8.02 To consider new applications received:   
DC/23/04322 Proposal: Householder Application - Insertion of first floor side window Location: 23 
Firebronds Road, Holbrook, Ipswich, Suffolk IP9 2TP.  Following a discussion approval was 
proposed by Cllr Ingleton and seconded by Cllr Wright  All Councillors in favour. 
DC/23/04522 Proposal: Householder Application - Erection of a two bay car port to the rear of the 
property. Location: Lime Tree House, Church Hill, Holbrook, Ipswich Suffolk IP9 2QP.  Following 
discussion, approval was recommended by Cllr Martin and seconded by Cllr Ingleton.  All 
Councillors in favour. 
DC/23/04668 Proposal: Planning Application. Change of use and alteration works to former 
agricultural buildings to provide residential annexe, workshop and storage. Location: Grove Farm, 
Ipswich Road, Holbrook, IP9 2PH.  Following a discussion, approval was proposed by Cllr Allinson 
and seconded by Cllr Connick.  All Councillors in favour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HPC2310/09:  Councillors Reports:  to note Councillors’ reports and activities since the last 
meeting: 

• Cllr Ambrose informed Council that the Civic Memorial Service will take place at 10.45 on 

Saturday 11th and the Remembrance Service at the Church will be on Sunday 12th 10 a.m.  

together with the laying of the wreaths.  He encouraged Cllrs to visit The Community Café 

on Wednesdays where soup lunches and other snacks and good company are available. 

He also reported that the Community Self Help Group will be carrying out street sign 

cleaning on Sat 4th November.  He also asked Councillors to let Revd Seggar know if any 

resident is having problems in the current financial climate, so that they can be signposted 

to appropriate help. 

• Cllr Ingleton identified some hedges which were causing visibility issues and the clerk was 

asked to write to the landowners to request them to trim the hedges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

CHPC2310/10:  To consider items for future agendas: Councillors were asked to send the 
Clerk any items they wanted to be included on Monday 20th November 2023 meeting agenda.  

All  
Cllrs 

HPC2310/11:  Date of the next Parish Council Meeting:  the next meeting will be held on 
Monday 20th November 2023 at Holbrook Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.,  

                           John Ambrose                                 20/11/23                                

Chairman…………………………….          Date…………………….. 

 

The meeting finished at  8.30 p.m.   
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These minutes were signed as a true copy of the meeting held on 23rd October 2023.  The original 
document is held by the clerk and can be viewed on request 


