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Devolution and Local Government Reorganization Update

The government has now confirmed that Suffolk and Norfolk are included in the Devolution Priority
Programme, and have agreed to the request from the Suffolk County Council administration to
cancel this year’s local elections in May. This means that councils in Suffolk now need to work on
proposals for reorganisation to submit to the government by the autumn, with a view to one or
more unitary councils serving the county instead of the current two tier system — a county council
and several districts/borough councils performing different functions.

Suffolk County Council has announced that it will be proposing one single unitary council for
Suffolk, although district and borough councils have been clear that they would prefer two or three.
All the councils need to submit their proposals to the government by 21 March 2025.

The plan is for a mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk to be elected in May 2026, along with councillors for
new authorities, so the timeline for these changes is very tight. The government has launched a
public consultation on proposals to create a Mayoral Combined County Authority for Norfolk and
Suffolk, and you can give your views on the proposals by using this

link: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Inspection Report

On Monday 10 February, The Home Office published a report of its recent inspection of Suffolk’s
Fire and Rescue Service. Although the inspection found that the service was good at preventing
fires, protecting the public and that it met requirements for responding to major incidents, the
report was also concerning as it several areas where the service needed to improve, including
improving culture and morale, senior leaders to act as role models and show they are committed
to the values of the service through their behaviour, improving communication between staff and
senior leaders and making sure employees are confident raising concerns. You may have read
in the press recently that the Fire Brigades Union is alleging that Suffolk County Council has
made mistakes processing firefighter pay and pensions for years and has not addressed them or
listened to employee concerns about the errors.

Suffolk County Council has subsequently announced additional investment of an extra £1.6
million over two years to improve the service, and this proposal will be decided at Cabinet in
March. You can read the inspection report in full here: https://s3-eu-west-
2.amazonaws.com/assets-hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/uploads/frs-assessment-2023-25-

suffolk.pdf

Active Travel Fund Award

Suffolk County Council has been awarded £3.7 million from the government to encourage cycling,
walking and active travel across the county, and to make journeys more accessible. This
comprises £0.9 million from the Round 5 of the Active Travel Fund, and £2.8 million from the
Consolidated Active Travel Fund. The money can be spent on the following schemes: footpaths
and crossing points, maintaining existing walking and cycling infrastructure, improving cycle routes
and Public Rights of Way, traffic calming, and rail station access improvements. The council is
currently considering projects, in accordance with existing identified schemes and priorities.
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Changes to Suffolk’s Library Service: Moving Back In-House

Suffolk County Council has announced that from 1 June 2025, its libraries service will be moved
back in-house. Currently the libraries are run by a local charity, Suffolk Libraries, but negotiations
on the new contract have now broken down. The council made the decision to divest its libraries in
2012 and they have been run by Suffolk Libraries ever since then. The council is reassuring
residents and library employees and volunteers that no front-line jobs will be cut, that libraries will
remain open and there will be no reduction to opening hours. Running the library service had been
financially challenging in recent years, especially as there had been no inflationary or other uplifts
in funding since 2012 except the council agreeing to provide an extra £720k in May 2023 for that
financial year. The council is also keen to reassure Friends groups that money raised for local
libraries will still be used for those libraries.

Open letter to Suffolk residents about changes to the library

service: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/an-open-letter-to-suffolk-residents.pdf

Open letter to libraries staff and volunteers on changes to the library
service: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/an-open-letter-to-libraries-staff.pdf

Local Transport Plan and Area Transport Plans

At Cabinet on Tuesday 25 February, a Local Transport Plan for the county from 2025-2040. The
plan is needed by law to access funding from the government for active travel and major transport
schemes, and details how the council plans to prioritise walking, cycling and wheeling in town
centres to reduce congestion and air pollution. It also describes the projects that will be needed to
improve transport links for Suffolk, such as works at Ely and Haughley railway junctions, better
public transport, and how to manage the transition from fossil fuels. Also agreed were 15 Area
Transport Plans detailing the council’s transport ambitions for towns around Suffolk.

You can read the Local Transport Plan 2025-2040 and the fifteen Area Transport Plans
here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-planning/suffolks-local-transport-

plan

Follow us on:

Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter

Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/suffolkgli _group/

Facebook - Suffolk GLI - Green, Liberal Democrat & Independent Group | Facebook

Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group — The GLI Group at Suffolk
County Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com)

Cost of Living help and advice:
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/family.page?familychannel=6

Benefits advice and support:
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/adult.page?adultchannel=0

Flood preparation advice: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/suffolk-fire-and-rescue-service/fire-and-
rescue-safety-advice-in-the-community/what-to-do-in-a-flood
https://suffolkprepared.co.uk/get-prepared/risk-advice/flooding/

Flood recovery advice and support: hitp://www.suffolk.gov.uk/about/flood-recovery-information-for-
suffolk

Simon Harley  Suffolk County Councillor for Peninsula Division
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