County Councillor Report 
Cllr Vicky Armstrong
Cabinet Member for Finance, Economic Development & Efficiency
Peninsula Division  
For Holbrook Parish Council
September 2026
I am delighted to report that the Government has withdrawn it’s plans to split our County into 3. This means that elections for District Councils will go ahead as originally planned next spring.
Update on Speed Limit restriction to 40mph between Woolverstone & Chelmondiston from our Highways team:
· This scheme has both Parish Council and County Councillor support, and is now with our Legal Team who are forming the legal order / advertisement for the scheme.  The legal order is the Traffic Regulation Order that would be formally and legally sealed to enable future enforcement and prosecution.  Our Legal team should be handing this back over to our design team in the next week or two for them to formally advertise in the press and onsite.
Once advertised, which I believe is a 3 to 4 week period, residents and other parties will be able to comment formally on the restriction.  I would encourage the PC to submit their comments of support in the process also.
Following this advertisement period, we will then seek formal agreement to proceed to the construction stage of the project once all approved.
· Suffolk County Council will today start trialling new pothole machinery as part a new plan to bring more innovation into the way public services are delivered for residents.
The JCB Pothole Pro - a specialist 3‑in‑1 machine designed to deliver speedy and permanent pothole repairs – is on free loan from JCB. It is engineered to cut, crop and clean defects using dedicated attachments, preparing each pothole for permanent filing in as little as eight minutes.
I encourage residents to continue to report defects on the Highways reporting tool: 
🔗 Report It – Suffolk County Council: ttps://highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk/en-gb or by calling 0345 606 6171.
· You may be aware of AB Ports intention to apply for planning permission to construct a 150m high wind turbine on the quay side of Ipswich port, adjacent to the Orwell bridge. For reference the bridge is 43m high.
 The current situation is that Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council Planning have confirmed that an Environmental Impact Assessment will be required as part of the application. AB Ports intend to submit the application around Christmas 2026.
Wherstead Parish has held a public meeting to ensure that accurate information is provided to residents. At the close of the meeting the residents were asked to indicate if they had ‘serious concerns’ should the development go ahead in the form and location proposed. The response was that more than 95% of those attending were seriously concerned.
Once the public consultation opens I would encourage residents to submit their views.
If you have specific issues regarding local county services, school transport allocations, or unresolved highways defects, please contact me with your relevant case reference numbers.
Contact: 
Please feel free to contact me at any time with parish concerns.
Cllr Vicky Armstrong
Email: vicky.armstrong@suffolk.gov.uk
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