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To Chairman and Parish Councillors  Holbrook Parish Council
From Councillor Mary McLaren - Stour Ward 
Monthly Councillor Report 
21 September 2026


Partners unite to deliver a powerful case for investment in Sudbury
Local partners (SCC, BDC, Sudbury Town Council and MP- James Cartlidge) are working together behind a shared commitment to support future regeneration, renewal and prosperity of Sudbury to ensure the town fulfils its potential 
Public consultation and engagement will form a key part of the process, ensuring residents old and young, businesses and stakeholders can help shape the town’s future. It is important that the masterplan attracts public and private investment.

Questions remain unanswered - councils repeat objection to pylons project
The National Grid has proposed that 159km of new overhead lines between Norwich and Tilbury with a route cutting through the Suffolk countryside be installed.
It includes 21km of underground cabling including some through the Dedham Vale national landscape and up to seven new compounds to connect underground sections to overhead lines.
Although negotiations with National Grid have secured some improvements to planned construction practice and ecological management in joint closing statement submitted on 11 August 2026 both councils have said there are too many still unanswered regarding the significant and devastating impacts of the scheme on both districts
Both councils repeated their objections to the proposal and the call they made during the public hearings earlier this year for a delay to the project so other options - such as an undersea route or underground cabling - could be fully considered and costed.
Parish Councils should receive an email this week from National Grid informing you of the new WhatsApp channels for this project setting up details of upcoming works (including locations, dates and times) as well as any planned temporary lights, road closures.
Grid have also set up four channels for different geographic areas – no option to reply.

Free Proposal to all Suffolk Residents to replace ageing heating systems with heat pumps.
All of Suffolks public sector organisations have come together to help residents in Suffolk replace ageing gas, oil or LPG boilers with a heat pump combining a £7500 or £9000 government grant depending on current heating fuel with group buying savings on installation.
Over the past few years, energy bills have been unpredictable, serving as a reminder of just how exposed household budgets can be to forces outside our control.
In 2025 the scheme attracted 245 applications from Babergh resulting in 102 completed solar and battery installations.  Across both councils £726,000 was spent by residents.
Suffolk Councils are partnering Switch Together - a community group-buying scheme, to help residents in Suffolk move away from aging and inefficient heating systems.
Through the government’s Boiler Upgrade Scheme, eligible homeowners can receive a grant of £7500 toward an air source heat pump or £9000 for households currently heating with oil or LPG.  The grant is applied for upfront by the installer, so residents do not need to claim it back or repay it.
Residents can register free with no obligation and Switch Together will match with a trusted MCS accredited installer and a personal offer.
Check your eligibility and register your interest on the Switch Together website.

Babergh and Mid Suffolk Councils were recognised for Armed Forces  Commitment.
Both councils have received a silver award for their ongoing commitment to the armed forces community.





Councils recognised for their commitment to staff health
Babergh and Mid Suffolk Councils have been officially recognised as Menopause Friendly employers – recognising and supporting those staff who are experiencing the symptoms of menopause.

Healthy Child Services consultation 
A consultation into the future of Suffolk’s Healthy Child Service is currently underway and will run until 18 October.
It is seeking views on the proposals relating to 
· Health visiting (ages 0-5)
· Young parents pathway
· Family nurse partnership
· School nursing 
Visit the Suffolk County Council website to take part and encourage other families to have their say.

Telecare Alarms
Do you know of anyone within your community that uses a telecare alarm?
It is important that all landline providers know which of their customers use telecare so they can keep them safe during the switchover to digital.
Visit the digital phone switch over service website for more information.

Independent Commission on Social Care – Join the “Big Conversation”
The Prime Minister has asked Baroness Casey of Blackstock to chair an Independent Commission which will recommend how to reform the adult social care system. Take this opportunity to have your say in future services.  Access the Independent Commission on Adult Social Care


Funeral Arrangements for former Babergh District Councillor and Suffolk County Councillor – Penny Clarke - RIP
Penny Clarke served the Berners Ward from 2000-2011 as well as being vice chair of the council between 2004 and 2005.
She also served on the Strategy Committee, Standards Committee and Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The Funeral for Penny Clarke will be held on Wednesday 9 September at 12pm at St Peter’s Church, Stutton.





Mary McLaren
Mary.McLaren@babergh.gov.uk
1 September 2026
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